JUUNISHI
A folktale about the origin of the Chinese/Japanese Zodiac.

Cast /Crew: 17 roles (15 Characters)

Director Dragon
Backstage / Props / Sound / Lighting Snake
Narrator Horse
Emperor of the Sky Sheep
Cat Monkey
Rat Rooster
Ox Dog
Tiger Pig
Rabbit
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Script:

NARRATOR 7L —&— nareeta

Do you know 'Juunishi', the animal zodiac folktale?

It begins with the rat and ends with the pig.

The order is Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep,
Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig.

Tomorrow is New Year's Day.

The Emperor of the Sky has written a letter to all the animals.

EMPEROR OF THE SKY Z= M £ % Sora no kotei

H 1z L & E% T9 Watashi wa sora no koteidesus

| am the Emperor of the Sky.

ik THATT. korewa, tegamidesu. This is a letter.

NARRATOR 7L —Z&— nareeta

The letter said,

'The first 12 animals to greet me on the morning of New Year's Day
can be king of the animals for one year in turn.'

CAT 12 Z neko

- H7ULE 22 T9. Watashiwa, nekodesu, | am Cat.
— ¥— nyaa., Meow.

WD T9 A itsu desuka, When is it?

RAT 13 & nezumi
: 1H2H WEA" DA DA TT. Ichi gatsu futsuka desus,
January 2nd.

CAT 1a C neko
. & V) A &S arigatou, Thank you. (The cat curls up to sleep).

NARRATOR F L —%&— nareeta

The cunning rat lied to the cat. The date it gave was January 2nd,
not the 1st. Now New Year's Day has come, but it's still very dark.
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OX 5 U ushi

: H 7z U & watashiwa, ushidesu.5 LU T9T ,
£— £ — moo moo, | am Ox. Moo, moo.
L2 T& E T it teki masu, I'm going now.

NARRATOR 7L —Z& — nareeta
The ox started out very early in the morning because it knew it was
very slow.

RAT/MOUSE nezumi
. H =L IE watashiwa, 23 & TF nezumi desu,
chuu chuu ¥1— F1—,

| am Rat. Squeak, squeak.
&ETE 5LV&E LN T totemo chii sai desu, | am very small.

NARRATOR 7 L —%& — nareeta
: The rat climbed on the ox's back without the ox realising.
At last the ox arrives at the gate of The Sky Emperor’s house.

OX S L ushi
- Ichi ban desu. 1 I¥ A T3, | came first.

STAGE DIRECTIONS (The rat jumps down in front of the ox)

RAT/MOUSE 42 9 & nezumi

. iie , watashigaichibandesu. WWX bi=ULA 1 A TT,
No, | came first.

(& A L banzai, Hurrah!

OX S L ushi
- E moo —. 7 LI watashiwa, 2 IEA T nibandesu.
Moo, | am the second.

STAGE DIRECTIONS
(The tiger and the rabbit are coming in a hurry)
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TIGER & 5 tora

. Pz U watashiwa, & 5 tora Tddesu,

HiZrgaoo—. HFgaoco—,

| am Tiger. Roar, roar. san ban desu. 3 & A T3, | am the third.

RABBIT 5 & & usagi
. b7 L& watashiwa, usagidesudE & TT, 3> pyon,
E 3> pyon,
| am Rabbit. Boing, boing.
yon ban desu. 4 IFA TY,

NARRATOR 7 L —%& — nareeta
. The dragon and the snake are racing against each other, but the
dragon beats the snake because of its long whiskers.

DRAGON 7z D tatsu

: Watashiwa, tatsu desu. b7z UlE 7=z T3, | am Dragon.
Higega naga desu. QA" &AW TF, | have long whiskers.
Go ban desu. 5 I¥A TY, | am the fifth.

SNAKE AT hebi

: watashiwa, hebidesu, 7Lk N TY.
>~ 1— shuu, > 31— shuu,

| am Snake. Hiss, hiss.

Roku ban desu. 6 & A T9, | am the sixth.

STAGE DIRECTIONS
(The horse, sheep, monkey and rooster follow)

HORSE 5 & uma

. H 7z L& watashiwa, 9 F umaTd desu,
E E—2/ hihii n, | am Horse. Neigh.

Nana ban desu. 7 [ A T9, | am the seventh.

SHEEP 02 U hitsuiji
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: D7z Uk watashiwa, 02U hitsujidesuT 3,
X— mee. X— mee, | am Sheep. Baa, baa.
hachi ban desu, 8 A TT9.|am the eighth.

MONKEY & % saru

. H 7z Uk watashiwa, sarudesu.c® T,
F— ki ¥— kiio | am Monkey.

Kyuu ban desu. 9 A T9, | am the ninth.

ROOSTER & V) tori
. D7z L& watashiwa, & V)toriT 9 desu,
147 3v 1 — ko ke ko kkooe
| am the Rooster. Cockadoodledoo.
Juu ban desu. 10 IF A T3, | am the tenth.

STAGE DIRECTIONS
(The boar is now running just ahead of the dog)

PIG L\®D L U inoshishi
. Dz L lEwatashiwa, LD L LinoshishiT 9 desus
7 —7—. bubu.lam Boar/Pig. Snort, snort.

STAGE DIRECTIONS (The boar hits the gate of the Sky Emperor's
House and falls down.)

PIG inoshishi
- Hh— waa., L\ itai ! Ouch!

STAGE DIRECTIONS
(The dog passes the boar/pig and comes eleventh)

DOG L\ inu

. Dz U lFwatashiwa, L\ sinuT 9 desu,
*J)>"J)>wanwan, | am Dog. Bow, wow.

Juuichi ban desu. 1 1A T9, | am the eleventh.
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PIG L D L U inoshishi
. juunibandesu. 12 [FA T9, (looks sad) | am twelfth.

STAGE DIRECTIONS (The Emperor of the Sky comes to the 12
animals and greets them)

THE EMPEROR OF THE SKY Sora no kotei

. H#7EE A minasan,
& [7E L T akemashite & & T & 5 omedetou, Happy new year
everyone.

EVERYONE & 5 /3 D doubutsu (animals)

. & (TF L T akemashite $ & T & 5 omedetou
— & W&E 9 gozaimasu.

Happy new year.

THE EMPEROR OF THE SKY Sora no kotei
. 9 & A" nezumiga 1ichi I& A banT 9 desu, Rat came first.

STAGE DIRECTIONS (Emperor put a crown on the rat's head)
STAGE DIRECTIONS (audience applause)

STAGE DIRECTIONS (The cat rushes into The Emperor's house)
CAT 12 C neko

. —%¥ nyaa —— ¥ nyaa —. Meow, meow.
129 & nezumi., T~ mate., £7T ~ mate ! Rat, wait, wait!!

NARRATOR 7L —&— nareeta
. The cat arrived too late because the rat lied about the day.
Since then, the cat has been always chasing the rat!

--THE END - -
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